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Mail-in Budget and Trustee Vote, ballots must be received by district clerk by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2020.

This year’s budget process has been 
unlike any other in previous years. 
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit the 
area and closed schools, the Somers 
Central School District was in the 
final planning stages of the proposed 
school budget for the 2020-2021 
school year. 

Budget Overview

Since that time and the resulting economic fall-
out, the Board of Education and district admin-
istrators have worked hard to further reduce the 
proposed budget and district spending. At the 
same time, the district is anticipating a dramatic 
reduction in state funding, county sales revenue, 
and interest income. 

As a result of these cost-cutting measures, the 
Somers Central School District will ask the com-
munity to vote on a proposed $94,658,822 
school budget for 2020-2021. The figure is 
a $1,137,230 reduction from the originally 
proposed budget for the next school year. The 
allowable Tax Levy was reduced by $402,228 
to further reduce the tax rate. The revised bud-
get proposal is an increase of 1.05% over the 
2019-2020 school budget. 

“The budget development process this year 
was extremely challenging,” says Superinten-
dent Dr. Raymond H. Blanch. “Presently we are 
facing a significant loss of revenue, uncertain 
aid from the state and also the need to recog-
nize the economic hardship suffered by many 
Somers residents. In the midst of an uncertain 
future, one thing is clear: the commitment to our 
children and moving Forward in Excellence no 
matter what the future holds.”
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Dear Somers Friends and Neighbors
We hope this year’s Trunkline Budget newsletter finds you and your loved ones healthy 
and safe during this uncertain time. 

Each year the Trunkline newsletter provides an overview of the upcoming school year’s 
budget. You can find additional information about the proposed 2020/2021 budget on 
the Somers Schools website www.somersschools.org under the Community tab.

On June 9, 2020, we will be asking all registered voters in the town of Somers to approve 
a budget which remains under the tax levy cap. This budget is responsive to the emerging 
economic changes to our local economy while preserving our district’s commitment to con-
tinuous improvement. The goals of 2020/21 budget are to (1) be respectful of the econom-
ic reality and mitigate the impact on our community members, (2) maintain existing programs 
for our children and (3) support of the anticipated increased academic and social-emotion-
al needs of children, as they return from an extended distance learning experience.

To this end, this year’s budget includes some significant pivots to our anticipated spending. 
We have reduced positions and will redirect our technology purchases next year to support 
the procurement of devices for students in K-5 classrooms becoming a fully 1-to-1 (technol-
ogy to student) district. This will help ensure more equitable access in anticipation of contin-
ued distance learning needs. We have reduced professional development for our faculty 
which has also reduced overall expenses. Lastly, we are postponing the implementation of a 
health course at SIS and the beginning of world language instruction at SIS.

The future for students within the Somers Central School District is now in your hands. 
Please access the resources provided by the district on this year’s school budget to be-
come fully informed and participate in this important vote that will impact the education of 
our children. 

Paper ballots will be mailed to all qualified voters by May 26, 2020.

On behalf of the entire Somers Central School District Board of Education we wish you 
and your loved ones continued health and safety.

With gratitude,

Dr. Lindsay Portnoy
President Somers Central School District Board of Education
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Somers Education Foundation News

We awarded more than $50,000 in grants and scholarships in calendar-year 2019, including 
speaker equipment for the gymnasium at Primrose, Author’s Day at SIS, an innovation laser cutter 
and flexible seating for co-taught classrooms at SMS, and furniture for a 21st-century project-based 
learning lab at SHS.

Our most recent grant is one we are very proud of. We awarded a $3,500 grant on April 4, 2020 
to SCSD teachers Matt Lugo, Rich Devito and Ed Amato to purchase five 3D printers so they could 
expand their production of face shields for health care workers and others on the front lines of the 
pandemic.  

SEF has awarded more than $1.5 million dollars across more than 370 grants and scholarships to the 
Somers Central School District since 1994. As we celebrate our 25th anniversary, we are now well 
into raising and awarding our second million dollars!

We are planning to celebrate our quarter-century at “A Touch of Red..and Silver” gala on Oct. 16, 
2020. The SEF  will induct into its Hall of Fame three individuals who have contributed significantly to 
the education and betterment of children. They include longtime community leader and SEF board 
member Jeff Feldman, Somers High School teacher and student advisor Doreen Stoecker, and long-
time coach and Boy Scout leader Dominic Veltri. Please plan to join us! More information about this 
and all our events can be found www.sefny.org. With these additions, SEF will have 81 individuals 
and organizations in the Hall of Fame, represented by plaques in the lobby of Somers Intermediate 
School.

Finally, we had to cancel our annual Harlem Wizards basketball game for 2020, but we plan to 
stage the 23rd annual version of this legendary event at SHS on May 14, 2021.

Thank you for all your continued support! If you want to join us, we are always looking for new mem-
bers. You can email info@sefny.org. Please stay healthy and safe!

2020/2021 Budget
Questions and Answers
Q. Does my ballot need to be 
post-marked by June 9, 2020 or 
received by June 9, 2020, to be 
counted?
A. Ballots must be received through mail by the 
district clerk by 5pm on June 9, 2020. 

Q. How will the budget affect my 
taxes?
A. Somers 2020-2021 tax rate is estimated 
at $169.92 per $1,000 assessed value. 
These figures are estimates based on the 
latest assessed value figures from the Somers 
Assessor’s Office. Last year’s rate was $166.90 
per assessed valuation.

Q. What will happen if the 
proposed budget does not pass?
A. In the event the voters reject the district’s 
proposed budget twice, the Board of Education 
must adopt a Contingent Budget. For a 
contingent budget the district would need to 
reduce its budget by $1,345,220 which would 
require the reduction of approximately 10 full-
time faculty/staff members, no new equipment 
orders, no planned renovation projects by the 
Buildings & Grounds Department and extremely 
limited community-use of the school buildings with 
the potential of charging for non-school usage.

The Somers Education Foundation thanks everyone who supported its 
events this school year, including our Chili Cook-Off, Golf Outing, Wine 
Tasting, Student Variety Show and Carnival Night! Proceeds from these 
events form the funding of SEF grants and scholarships. 

Mail-in Budget and Trustee Vote, ballots must be received by 
the district clerk by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2020.

Changes in the 
Learning Office
Assistant Superintendent for Learning 
Julie Gherardi is retiring at the end of this 
school year. Gherardi has dedicated 25 
years and 
countless hours 
of thoughtful 
leadership 
in Somers 
schools. We 
congratulate 
her and wish 
her well. 
Starting July 1, 
the Learning Office will be led by newly 
appointed Director of Learning Kevin 
Guidotti and Assistant Director Claire 
Comerford, a current Assistant Principal at 
Somers High School.

BUDGET PROPOSITION
Shall the following Resolution be adopted? “RESOLVED, that the sum 
of $94,658,822 shall be appropriated to meet the estimated 
expenditures for school purposes for 2020-21 and that the Board of 
Education be authorized to levy taxes to meet the same.”
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Somers PTA Council News  

Can you believe that three units of the Somers PTA have been around for 
47 years and the other two for 35 years?

The Somers PTA works with the district administration to enrich the 
learning environment for students with cultural assemblies, social skills 
classes, parent/student programs and teacher grants, to name a few.

PTA fundraisers such as Primrose Holiday Happiness, SIS Birthday Party, 
SEPTA Magic Show, middle school socials, and the high school Essay 
Workshop help fund the Driver Safety Night at SHS, Living History Day 
at SMS, Science Night at SIS, Author’s Day at PES and the sensory 
pathways from SEPTA.   

We invite parents to attend PTA meetings, join the PTA, get involved, 
share your thoughts, and connect with other Somers families to support 
our schools.

Visit our website at www.somersschools.org under the “Families” tab for 
more information on how to support the PTA, our programs and meeting 
dates. Look for the PTA umbrellas!

Thank you to our community for supporting the  
Somers Parent Teacher Association (PTA) and its 
programs. Somers PTA has a PTA unit at all schools and 
SEPTA (Special Education PTA) which is district wide.

Budget Overview
The reduced 2020-2021 proposed expenditure budget was created 
by cutting costs in areas including buildings and grounds, professional 
development and staff reductions. On the revenue side of the budget, 
because of the anticipated loss of state aid, interest income and sales tax 
revenues, the district is increasing the use of funds from Fund Balance and 
reserve accounts. 

Even with these cost-cutting measures, the Somers Central School Dis-
trict is moving forward in its mission to ignite a passion in each student 
by engaging all students at a personal level to ensure success in a 
global society. The vision for Somers Central School District encom-
passes three fundamental areas, each an important component of the 
Whole Child: 21st Century Knowledge & Skills, Social-Emotional-Phys-
ical Wellness, and Global Citizenship. It is with this vision in mind that 
the following programs are being implemented.

21st Century Knowledge and Skills 
This district is building STEM experiences and real-world application 
of learning through the development of coding and technology literacy 
in grades K-12. The entire math department met for a math summit this 
spring to refresh curriculum and align teaching practices. At the high 
school, two Project Lead the Way pathways prepare students for ca-
reers in STEM fields: pre-engineering and biomedical science.

Social, Emotional and Physical Wellness 
In addition to our team of counselors, social workers, psychologists and 
school nurses, our elementary schools are using the Responsive Class-
room model to teach empathy and good citizenship. Students’ resilience 

School Board Candidates

2020/2021 School Budget Vote 
& Trustee Election

All registered voters may vote for two candidates. 
The candidates are seeking a three year term.

MaryRose Joseph
Lindsay Portnoy
Rodric Rabbah

	Per Governor’s Executive Order, Ballots will be sent via 
US Mail no later than June 2nd to all residents who are 
registered to vote.

	Ballots must be completed, inserted in Oath Envelope 
that is provided. Voter must seal and sign the back of the 
envelope. Oath Envelope then needs to be inserted in pre-
paid, pre-addressed envelope to the District Clerk.

	Ballots cannot be counted without a signature.  
	Ballots must be received in the District office at Somers 

Middle School no later than 5pm on June 9th.

as they deal with life challenges is supported at the middle school in 
advisory classes, and at the high school with the Student Life Center, True 
North Program and the Transitional Support Program. Two pilot programs 
are also underway – Zones of Regulation (Elementary) and Dialectical 
Behavior Therapy STEPS-A (Secondary) to support students’ social 
emotional learning. 

Global Citizenship
Our curriculum in the area of global citizenship addresses four key 
areas – identity, diversity, justice, and action. A focus in Somers schools 
this year has been educational equity; ensuring that each individual 
student and all groups of students may reach their full potential, as well 
as making all family members feel a part of the Somers community. 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) program philosophy mirrors the 
mission and values of the Somers Central School District with a focus 
on teaching students to think critically and independently, and to inquire 
with care and logic. The high school IB program continues to flourish 
and provide students with enriching learning experiences. This spring, 
10 seniors will graduate with an IB diploma and 123 students have tak-
en at least one IB class. This fall Somers Middle School will apply for 
Middle Years Programme (MYP) authorization for grades six through 
eight. The high school is exploring MYP for grades nine and ten.

Summer work on the school buildings includes projects funded by the 
safety and security bond approved by voters last year. Safety film will 
be applied to glass on first floor doors and windows. Installation of the 
swipe card access system will be phased in over the coming year.



Budget Copies 
Available
Copies of the Somers Central School 
District’s budget for the 2020-2021 
school year may be obtained by 
visiting the district website at  
www.somersschools.org and 
clicking on the Community tab, or 
by appointment only between the 
hours of 8:30am-3:30pm, beginning 
May 26, 2020, except Saturday, 
Sunday or holidays, at the SCSD 
administrative office at Somers 
Middle School, 250 Route 202, 
Somers, NY. 
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School District Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal Budget Adopted for the 
2019-20 School Year

Budget Proposed for the 
2020-21School Year

Contingency Budget for the 
2020-21School Year*

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $93,677,220 $94,658,822 $93,313,602

Increase/Decrease for the 2020-21 School Year $981,602 -$363,618 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 1.05% –.0039%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%

A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $ 79,777,785 $ 81,123,005

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0

C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C – D) $79,777,785 $81,123,005 $79,777,785

F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $3,089,222 $2,826,390

G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $76,688,563 $78,698,843

H.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support 
Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $76,688,563 $78,296,615

I.  Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval – 
See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) ** $0 $402,228

Administrative Component $9,866,792 $9,330,247 $9,304,101

Program Component $71,992,713 $71,836,558 $70,708,861

Capital Component $11,817,715 $13,492,017 $13,300,640

*Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2020-21 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of 
the Education Law. A reduction of $1,345,220 would be required to arrive at the contingent budget figure. Reductions would include 9.4 FTE instructional reductions, no new 
equipment orders, and any planned renovation projects by our Buildings & Grounds staff and extremely limited use of school buildings by community groups. Community groups 
would need to pay for any custodial overtime associated with use of school buildings.

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted Amount: 
(Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

Description Amount

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-21 by the qualified voters of the Somers Central School District, Westchester County, New York, will be 
conducted by mail-in ballot only. Ballots will be mailed to qualified voters of the school district with pre-paid postage return envelopes. Ballots must be returned 
by mail and be received by the district clerk no later than 5:00 PM on June 9, 2020.

Under the Budget Proposed for the 2020-21 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $1,701
1  The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

P.O. Box 620, Lincolndale, N.Y. 10540


